Perspectives Correspondence Course -  Audio script

Intro to Lesson One:  The Living God is a Missionary God

Welcome, Perspectives Voyager!

You are about to embark on an exciting journey to see the world as God sees it.  
A journey with Perspectives.   

I am your friendly Perspectives Guide who will navigate you on your journey through the Perspectives Correspondence Course.  This course has been designed to enable more people like you to be a part of God’s plan for the world. 

Get ready for a life-changing experience!

Listen to this Audio CD for a short introduction to Lesson 1 and follow along with me through Lesson 1 in your Perspectives Notebook.  You will find your quizzes in your Folder. Look at the lesson objectives on page 1 in the gray box on the left and go through the lesson 1 quiz even before you read the material in you Perspectives Notebook, so that you don’t miss out on any of the key ideas presented in the book.

After listening to the CD, I encourage you to read all the material and Guide Notes of lesson 1 in your Perspectives Notebook. 

Ready? Let’s begin the journey with Lesson 1: The Living God is a Missionary God.

The Living God is a Missionary God

In this article John Stott presents the core of what the course is all about.  It’s God-centered. The key word as you’ll notice in your book is Purpose. 

God has a purpose – things happen from God and to God.  God initiates and  accomplishes His purposes.  

God’s purpose will be fulfilled.   Your mission can be His.   

The whole of God’s divine purpose is summed up in his promise to Abraham in Genesis 12: 1-3. This is the hinge point of the Bible. If you have your Bible, turn to Genesis 12:1-3

1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. 

 2 "I will make you into a great nation 
       and I will bless you; 
       I will make your name great, 
       and you will be a blessing. 

 3 I will bless those who bless you, 
       and whoever curses you I will curse; 
       and all peoples on earth 
       will be blessed through you."

God’s promise reveals His purpose.

God chose Abraham and his family in order, through them, to bless all the families of the earth.

In His promise to Abraham, He conveys His purpose to an entire faith family that would be co-working with God for thousands of years.  

God conveys His mission through His Word, the Bible.

Not just through the Great Commission of Jesus, but right through the Bible. 

As Christians, we believe that the Bible is the revelation of God and of His will.

Men spoke from God and God spoke through men.  The Bible reveals what God has been 

doing and what He wants done.  

How many books do we see in the Bible? 66 books?   

The Bible is not 66 books. The Bible is one book with 66 chapters. 

The whole Bible is one beautiful story of mission.  

There is one golden thread running right through from Genesis to Revelation,

 and that theme is the passionate heartbeat of God for the nations of the earth.

The Bible begins with the creation of the world. God created man in His own image, which is a reflection of His glory. He created Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. In Genesis 1:28. “God blessed them, and said to them, be fruitful, increase in number, fill the earth.” 

Fill the earth with what? God's glory.

But Man disobeyed God.  His sin separated him from God and His glory.

Though God sent man out from His presence, the Bible is the story of God's initiative to bring man back to Himself.

There was a time, when only ONE language and culture existed in the world.

Man continued in his rebellion and decided to make a name for himself by building the Tower of Babel.  But God confused the language and more than SEVENTY nations and ethno-linguistic groups were formed.   It is against this backdrop of the nations – “all the families of the earth” - that God called a man, Abraham, and gave him a promise.

The purpose of God was clear, that man may seek Him.

It’s amazing to see the way that God is fulfilling His promise.  On page 4 in your book Stott talks of a triple fulfillment of God’s promise  – in the past, present and future. 

1.  In the past:.Israel, God’s people, the seed of Abraham, became a great nation.  Israel was formed to actively communicate the blessing to the nations.  

2.  In the present: Through Christ and His Church all the nations of the earth are being blessed. Jesus the Messiah, the Seed of Abraham, came into the world to save both Jews and Gentiles, that is non-Jews. 

3.  In the future: At the end of the age, all the redeemed – the spiritual descendants of Abraham - will be standing before the throne of God, in Christ’s heavenly kingdom. 

This is the incredible and inspiring vision that all believers can be a part of. God is working towards the grand finale of finishing the task.  It will be done.  It will come forth as God has promised.

When we can see where we are going, we will experience the joy of working towards His grand purpose. We will see the peoples of the world uniting in obedience of faith and responsive worship in different cultures

God’s purpose is running on the rails of history.  There is a continuity to His grand purpose.  Let’s go to Israel to see how his purpose unfolded.

Look at page 8 in your Notebook where Kaiser talks of Israel’s Missionary Call …to proclaim God’s plan, participate in His priesthood, and prove his purpose.

Israel is God’s people, formed to participate in His purpose. Israel was to be “a light to the nations”. 

You may feel, “Didn’t God care about the rest of the world?”
 “What does Israel’s past have to do with us today?  

Just this - Israel was to be God’s missionary to the world – and so are we by virtue of God’s promise to Abraham! God’s purposes are being unfolded on the timeline of history. We are Abraham’s spiritual descendants, blessed to be a blessing.

In Exodus 19: 5-6, God says to the Israelites through Moses: 

‘Out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' 

These verses reveal two things:

First, God’s people are to be distinctive, a holy people of unique value among the peoples of the world.  Second, God’s people are to be His priesthood declaring God’s glories to the world.  

Are we talking just about Israel, the nation, here?  No.

The Bible tells us that the blessing extends beyond the people of Israel to all believers down the ages.

In the New Testament, Peter defines all the redeemed as the “people of God” whether Jews or Gentiles. In 1 Peter 2: 9, making an obvious reference to Exodus 19, Peter says that the Gentile believers of his day are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people” – and they are chosen so that “they might declare the wonderful deeds of Him who called them out of darkness into His marvelous light.”  

God’s people are called to be His witnesses and missionaries.

The songs of the Hebrew people reflect their understanding of God’s missionary purpose.

In Psalm 67, the psalmist writes:

1 God be merciful unto us, and bless us; and cause his face to shine upon us. 

2 That thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving health among all nations. 

3 Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the people praise thee. 

4 O let the nations be glad and sing for joy: for thou shalt judge the people righteously, and govern the nations upon earth. 

5 Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the people praise thee. 

6 Then shall the earth yield her increase; and God, even our own God, shall bless us. 

7 God shall bless us; and all the ends of the earth shall fear him.

The main point of this psalm is that God blesses us so that the nations will be blessed – all the ends of the earth shall fear Him (fear in the sense of revere and honor Him). 

The psalmist longed and deeply desired that God, the King of Israel, might be acknowledged as Lord and Savior of all the families of the earth.  Should we do less?

God’s challenge to Israel is also ours – we are to have a priestly role in proclaiming His name among the nations.  

As Kaiser exhorts us, “May the flame of the gospel, summed up in Genesis 12: 2-3, and the call to be a holy nation and a royal priesthood fire us for proclaiming the gospel in the days that lie ahead.  May we announce to every single nation on the face of the earth, that Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the Father.”

Follow along with me in your  Guide notes on page 13  followed on Page 15 by Stanley Ellison’s answer to “Everyone’s question: What is God trying to do?”

God pursues one purpose which is reflected in Psalm 67 – that He be glorified in global worship. 

Ellison shows that there are three directions of God’s mission:Toward God, For People and Against Evil.

A.Toward God. 

God desires that every nation will worship Him.  So, world evangelization is ultimately for God.

B. For people.

God intends to bring redemptive blessing to every people.  He will redeem a people from every people. 

C.Against Evil.  God will overcome evil powers and free people from their power.  Ultimately he will bring all things under His eternal dominion. This kingdom reign is the substance of the blessing He brings to the nations.

We can summarize God’s purpose like this:  For His glory in global worship, God aims to redeem a people from every people, and to rule a kingdom over all kingdoms.

God is eternal and his reign extends from the time before creation to a future eternity. 

However by giving the gift of freedom of choice, God did allow the formation of a kingdom of darkness.  Here is how it began.

The Bible refers to Lucifer, an archangel of God who rebelled against God and was followed by one-third of the angels of heaven.  Lucifer, renamed Satan (which means Adversary) formed a counter-kingdom to oppose God’s sovereign reign.  

Satan may not always come through in human life as the “bad guy” – he is often a do-gooder.  In Isaiah 14: 14, he declares, “I will be like the ‘Most High’.  He imitates God and deceives people. He steals their loyalty and destroys them.

After the Fall of Lucifer, God began another creation: man, who was also given freedom of choice and dominion over the earth.  Man exercised his freedom by disobeying God and losing his authority over the earth. This was the second fall, the Fall of Man.

Ellison talks of the proto-evangel or “first gospel”, when God announced  His plan to redeem man.  God pledged two “crushings” in His counter-attack against Satan, to bring man back to Himself.  

To the serpent He said, “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; he shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise Him on the heel.”

God prophesied that the serpent’s head would be crushed by the woman’s seed, Christ, who would destroy Satan. 


The serpent would crush the heel of the woman’s seed.  This refers to Christ’s redemptive suffering on the cross, where Satan (the force behind sin) was the reason for Christ’s death on the cross for the sins of the world.

Ellison presents God’s two-fold strategy for a single purpose: He redeems in order to rule.

God will ultimately reclaim His total kingdom by destroying Satan and Satan’s kingdom.  This is His “kingdom program”. 

Through the death of Christ on the cross for the world’s sins, God will redeem believers who will become part of His eternal kingdom.  This is God’s “redemptive program”.  

God would achieve this through His grace and love, not by might.

The relationship between God and man is thus based on love.

As  the spiritual children of Abraham we have a responsibility to all mankind. So how should we communicate the gospel  and God’s love to others? 

The Bible is our reference point. On page 18, Stott talks of “The Bible in World Evangelization”. He says the Bible does not just contain the gospel, it is the gospel. 

The whole Bible is the mandate for mission. 

We are to be true to the message of the gospel while being sensitive to the culture in 

which we present it. 

Our model is Christ.   Christ was the Word made flesh.  He became man and identified 

with man, without losing his identity as God. With Christ as our model, we must identify 

with the people we share the gospel with.  At the same time, we must retain our own 

identity as followers of Christ.  

Stott’s summary of the Bible launches us into the rest of Perspectives:  into the 

Biblical section: lessons 1 to 4 and the Historical section (Lessons 5 to 7.)  

When Stott says the Bible gives us the message, the model and the power for 

missions, he also effectively launches us into the Cultural and Strategic 

Perspectives of the Course. (Lessons 8 to 11).  You’ll find that this makes you see the 

Bible in a whole new light! 

Lesson 1 reveals five important things about God.  As Stott sums up on page 7: 

1. God is the God of history.

History is not a random flow of events.  God is working out in time a plan which he conceived in a past eternity and will complete in a future eternity.

2. He is the God of the covenant.      

 God is gracious enough to make promises, and He always keeps the promises He makes. 

3. He is the God of blessing.

God’s attitude to his people is positive, constructive, enriching.  He blesses people with salvation.

4. He is the God of mercy.

In Revelation 7:9 we read that the redeemed in heaven will be “a great multitude which no man could number.”  Abraham’s seed is going to be as innumerable as the dust of the earth, the stars of the sky and the sand on the seashore.

5. He is the God of mission.

God is a global God with a global plan and a global purpose.

God has a world-sized role for every Christian in His global purpose 

Catch His vision! Become a co-worker with Him to live a life of  huge significance.


We are Abraham’s seed by faith, and the nations of the earth will be blessed only if we go to them with the gospel.  We need to become global Christians with a global vision, for we have a global God. God blesses us with a purpose – “ so that all the ends of the earth may fear Him.”

May God help us never to forget his four-thousand-year-old promise to Abraham: “By you and your descendants all the nations of the earth shall be blessed.”

Well, Perspectives Voyager, we’ve come to the end of the First Stage in our journey to see the world as God sees it. I am sure you will find Lesson 1 eye-opening and visionary.  

The reading material will enrich your understanding of some key mission concepts –

1. God initiates and advances work in history to accomplish His purpose.

2. God calls His people to join Him in fulfilling His purpose.

3. God’s purpose is to bless all peoples so that Christ will be served and glorified among all peoples.

4. God accomplishes His purpose by triumphing over evil in order to rescue and  bless people and to establish His kingdom rule throughout the earth.

5. The Bible is a unified story of God’s purpose.

Email your grading contract specifying the level at which you will be doing the course, to your mentor. Unless you are doing the course at level 1, you will also need to email the lesson 1 quiz and lesson evaluation. Remember that the quiz is an open-book exercise.  Your Mentor will give you feedback or guide you to the right answer in your Notebook. If you are comfortable using the Internet, you can request your login details for the students section of the perspectives.in website, where you can interact with other students.

Goodbye for now - this is your Perspectives Guide wishing you a blessed future as you ignite your passion for God’s glory and progress to Stage Two in your Perspectives. Journey.



