Orientation to Perspectives Correspondence Course

Welcome to the Perspectives Correspondence Course! You are about to embark on an exciting voyage of discovery to see the world as God sees it.

Perspectives is a course that has been taught for over 20 years and has impacted the lives of thousands of people around the world    Perspectives provides you with useful information to make life decisions that help you live life for a purpose that is bigger than your life. 

I am your guide and will be orienting you to how this course works. I will also be introducing each lesson to you as we go through the course.

You would have received the Perspectives Learning Pack which contains this Audio CD, a Data CD, the Perspectives Notebook and a folder. Keep these with you as you listen to the orientation as I will be describing how you will be using each one.

The MP3 Audio CD contains this orientation and introductions to the lessons. You will need a computer or MP3 player to listen to the audio files before reading each lesson.

The Data CD contains soft copies of the lesson quizzes and other documents that you would need to fill out and email to your mentor during the course. These documents are in Microsoft Word format and you would need either Microsoft Word or Open Office Writer installed on your computer to open and type your answers into these files before emailing them to your mentor. The accompanying  folder contains printouts of all these documents so you could always use these as a reference to type out your submissions directly via email.

The Perspectives Notebook will be your self-study Textbook with various articles and detailed Guide Notes. 

Now let's go through the folder to see what it contains.

As you can see on Page 1 of your folder, you have 4 levels at which you can take the course. This is where you will select your course level. You’ll have a whole week to make up your mind. Depending on the level you choose, some of the learning activities are optional or not required for you to do

The first level is the easiest – you would be taking the course for personal enrichment. You would only be required to listen to the audio introductions, read the key readings for the week and turn in the “My Personal Strategy” sheet by email.  It would be optional for you to turn in the completed  personal response Pages 3 times during the course and to interact online with other students. Your answers will be emailed to us.

The second level is the Advanced Enrichment. You would be required to:

1. listen to the audio introductions

2. read the assigned readings for the week

3. Turn in the personal response pages by email

4. Email the completed open book Quizzes with 70% accuracy 

5. Turn in “My Personal Strategy” page

6. Turn in the Lesson/ Audio Evaluations

7. It would be optional for you to interact online with other students.

The third level at which to take this course is called Certificate. 

1. listen to the audio introductions

2. You would read the assigned readings for the week

3. Turn in completed open book Quizzes with 70% accuracy

4. Turn in the personal response pages 

5. Turn in the Lesson/ Audio Evaluations

6. Take the Exam 1 and Exam 2 with 70 per cent accuracy.  These are closed book tests.

7. Turn in the “My Personal Strategy” page

8. It would be optional for you to interact online with other students.

The fourth level is called Advanced Certificate.  If you choose this option you would need to :

1. listen to the audio introductions

2. Read the assigned readings for the week and the  Supplemental Readings at the 
back of the book

3. Turn in the personal response pages

4. Turn in completed open book  quizzes with 70% accuracy

5. Turn in the Lesson/ Audio Evaluations

6. Take the Mid Term and Final Exam with 70 % accuracy … these are not open book.  

7. You would also complete one of the project options which you will find at the back of the folder that’s been given to you.

8. and Turn in the “My Personal Strategy” page

9. It would be optional for you to interact online with other students.

At which level would you like to take this course? As you go through the 1st week you can decide on the level you’re comfortable with. Fill out the Grading Contract  at the bottom of the sheet in your folder that explains these four levels. Tell us your name, the level at which you’d like to take the course and put the date. You can email this to your mentor at the end of the first lesson.



Level I
Level  II
Level  III 
Level  IV

Learning Activity
Time Requirement
Enrichment
Advanced Enrichment
Certificate
Advanced Certificate

1. Listen to Audio Introductions
20 mins/ week





2. Read the Assigned Readings
6-8 hrs/ week





3. Turn in the Open Book Quizzes (with 70% accuracy)
1 hr/ week





4. Turn in the Personal Response Pages
30 mins – due 3 times
optional




5. Turn in the Lesson/ Audio Evaluations
15 mins/ week





6. Take Mid Term and Final Exams (with 70% accuracy)
Review time +
 1.5 hrs/ exam





7. Read the Supplementary Readings
(at the back of the notebook)
6-8 hrs





8. Complete and present one of the project options.
variable





9. My Personal Strategy






10. Interact online with other students

optional
optional
optional
optional

Your response Pages for the course

As you continue to flip through the pages in your folder you will find Personal Response pages, Quizzes, Lesson Feedback and “My Personal Strategy” pages. All these documents are also available in the accompanying Data CD and on our website perspectives.in, so you can simply type in your answers or feedback and email them to us.

The course schedule

If you open to Page 2 of your folder you will see that this is the schedule for the course. Refer to this frequently to ensure you are on track and submit your quizzes and other documents when due.

Learning activities

On Page 3 and 4 of your folder, you will find detailed descriptions of the learning activities for each course level.  Depending on your course level, you will need to:

· Listen

· Read

· Recap

· Respond

· Give feedback

· Review

· Read in depth

· Apply in real life

· Create a personal action plan

· Interact online with other students if you wish


Let’s go into these activities in detail.

Listen to the Audio CD.

      This is what you’re doing right now.


Before you begin your reading of each lesson, listen to the relevant audio introduction on your computer or MP3 player. You will gain valuable inputs on the key concepts and an overview of what you are about to learn in that lesson.

Schedule around 30 minutes at the beginning of each week to listen to these audio introductions.

Read the lessons in your Perspectives Notebook.


This is the most important learning activity. Most of your learning is designed to happen through the lesson reading. After listening to the CD on the lesson, go to the relevant lesson in your textbook.  

It’s a good idea to keep the Quiz questions (from your folder) in front of you and glance through them before you read each lesson.  This will help you focus on key ideas.

This is a high level reading course, so you need to be patient with yourself.  It is in English and English probably is not your first language. You will be exposed to new ideas and paradigms, so give yourself some time to reflect on the things that you read. 

You will notice that each lesson has a title on the top, a keyword at the bottom of the page, and in the left hand side grey box you’ll find the lesson objectives.  

Read the articles with these in mind and refer to your Bible where indicated. Think about the thought-provoking review questions which you will find in the quizzes in your folder. Think about how the concepts presented could be applied in your life situation or in the lives of those around you.

Each lesson has 20 to 30 pages of material that will inspire, challenge and motivate you.  So be prepared to put in 6 – 8 hours of reading every week.  You could spread it out at one to two hours per day.  But the reading is where you will get all your insights and information from.  It is essential that you complete the reading assignments each week.

You would be reading one lesson a week as per the course schedule.

Do the open book Quizzes at the end of each lesson. 

To evaluate what you have learned, do the quizzes given after each lesson - they are open book.  We encourage you to do the quizzes faithfully - this is time well spent.  It will help you recap  each lesson and remember important concepts and events, which you’ll be building on in further lessons. Level 1 students are not required to do the quizzes. 

Some of the answers to your questions will be found in the Guide notes. Some will be found in the actual articles themselves.  

Each quiz will be graded and returned to you by your Perspectives Mentor or instructor who will provide feedback regarding the correct answers. 

If you get your quiz question right, your Mentor will just give you the assigned marks for that question.  But if you get it wrong, your Mentor will guide you to the correct answer. He or she won’t write out the correct answer for you, but will tell you where to find it.  The idea is to help you internalize the answers to key questions. This will also enable you to successfully complete the Mid Term and Final Exams.

Let me give you an example.  Let’s say your instructor or grader wrote page 136 c as the correct answer.  You would turn in your Perspectives Notebook to page 136.  Each page is divided into two columns and four quadrants.  Turn to page 3 of your folder for a pictorial representation of this. 


(pause- Turn page)

The top of the column on the left side is a, the bottom of the column on the left is b, the top of the column on the right hand side is c and the bottom  of the column on the right hand side is d.  

a
c

b
d

So if your Mentor has written the answer as 136 c, your answer would be found somewhere on the top right hand side of the column on page 136. 

Let me give you another example:

Now let’s look at page 137 and let’s just say that your Mentor told you that the answer was on page 137, Roman numeral I, capital letter B.  You may not see any Roman Numeral I in the notes there. These Roman Numerals apply to the Guide Notes that appear in bold text and are interspersed through each lesson.  Your answers may come from the Guide Notes or from the articles.  

So, coming back to our example,  if you flip back in your book, way back to page 131, Roman numeral 1 is there, as is capital letter A, and then if you flip back over to 137, you’ll see capital letter B and so the answer to that question is actually in B on 137. It just means that the Guide Notes on page 131 under Roman Numeral I, section A are continued on page 137 under section B.  This may sound a little tricky, but once you get familiar with your Perspectives Notebook you’ll be able to find these references easily. 

You should email your answers to the quizzes as per the schedule, at the end of each lesson. 

Submit your Personal Response Pages by email.

Your folder and the Data CD, contain the Personal Response Pages which are turned in 3 times in the duration of the course.  

 As you go though the course, type out some of the ideas that you have found most challenging, helpful, or troublesome. Report the impact of the course on your life in the Personal Response pages and email them to your mentor. It's only evaluated by how thoughtful you've been. Use these pages to identify what is most significant to you. 

After you’ve completed Lesson 1 through 4, ie. the Biblical Perspective, you turn in Personal Response No. 1. Next is Personal Response No. 2 which is turned in after lesson 5 to 7 which covers the Historical Perspective. Then you have Personal Response 3 after you’ve finished lessons 8 through 10 which covers the Cultural and Strategic Perspectives. 

These should take you around 30 minutes to an hour each. It would be helpful to jot down insights that impact you as and when they happen so it would simply be a matter of compiling them together at the end of the relevant section. 

     Submitting Personal Response Pages is an optional activity for Level 1 students.

            Remember: 

These Personal Responses have no right or wrong answers - they’re simply your personal response to the readings and activities.

Give us your feedback on the Lessons and Audio CD introductions.

This is a dynamic life-changing course and we value your feedback on what made an impact on you, what you found difficult to understand and what we can do to improve the course for future students. 


As you go through the course you will realise that we are blessed to be a blessing to others. Take this opportunity to bless many others who will be impacted by the course. This should take you only about 15 minutes each week. 

This feedback activity is not required for Level 1 students.

Review your learning – take the Mid Term and Final Exams

Level 1 and Level II students do not have to take the exams. 

These exams are due twice during the course – after lesson 7 and 10 respectively. 

Midway through the course, just before the exam you will be given the Mid Term Exam Review Page which takes you through Lesson 1 to 7. This will help you review all of the material that will be in the exam.  There won’t be any surprises on the exam.  Everything that is here, you will need for the exam. 

So you get together with friends, email someone online, ask your spouse – go through the Review Pages and make sure you can answer all the questions that are in here. Please be diligent in completing the review exercises. You will find them highly beneficial in your overall understanding of the course.  

After this, as per the schedule, your exam will then be emailed to you. This is a closed book exam, to be done on your honour. Please do not take the help of any materials, books, notes, friends, spouses or the Review Pages while writing the exam. You will have  one and a half hours to complete the exam. If you are not comfortable with typing, we recommend that you print the exam sheet out and write the exam in one and a half hours. You can then type out the answers at your own pace and email it to your mentor. The exam covers multiple choice, short answer, matching and short essay questions.

The next Review  for the Final Exam will cover lessons 8, 9 and 10 and will be given to you a week or two before the final class. Be sure that you can answer all the questions on 8,9 and 10 before you sit down to take your exam.  Your exam will be emailed to you by your mentor as per the schedule.  You do the closed book exam in  one and a half hours and email the answers back to your mentor.  


Read the Supplementary Readings found at the back of the Perspectives Notebook.


Only Level 4 students are required to do the supplementary readings. References to these supplementary readings are made throughout the other readings.  These will take an additional 6-8 hours spread over the entire duration of the course.

Apply the concepts to life - complete and submit a Project

Only level 4 students are required to do the project.

The best way to get real value from a course is to apply it in real life. At Perspectives we encourage students to do a project which translates the concepts learnt into live experience The project focuses on applying the principles learned in real life. You will find possible project ideas in your folder. And if you don’t see one that suits you, or  you have gifts and talents for something else, submit a proposal to us for your possible project, and we’ll get back to you whether that’s an acceptable one or not.  Your proposal should reach us midway through the course. The project needs to be handed in at the end of the course as per the schedule. This is due after lesson 11. 

Only level 4 students are required to do the project. 

Create an action plan - your Personal Strategy for learning and growing based on new insights you received during the course.

This activity is optional for Level 1 students.

This activity helps place you on the path to future action by creating an action plan. Perspectives provides a taste of new ways of thinking and doing. As we continue on our journey we would need to learn and expose ourselves to more of how God is working and our part in it. You will find a page  entitled “My Personal Strategy” in your folder. At the end of the course, take some time to jot down some steps that you can take to further your exposure and understanding in some aspects that have impacted you.

Email this to your mentor after lesson 11.

You can interact online with other students via the Internet

If you are comfortable using the Internet, you can interact with other students online via a forum. Request your username and password from your mentor to access the students section of the www.perspectives.in website.


This is available throughout the course and is optional to all.

You can also visit the resources section of our website perspectives.in to order supplementary resource CDs containing live presentations of the lessons in classroom situations. This would help stimulate you to read further and deepen your understanding of the concepts covered in the lesson.

After listening to this orientation you can begin lesson one by listening to the lesson 1 audio introduction and reading lesson 1 of your Perspectives Notebook. Submit your grading contract, quizzes and other assignments at the end of the week as per the schedule and your course level. 

We wish you all the best as you embark on this voyage of discovery with the Perspectives Correspondence Course and get new insights about God’s purpose for you in this world.

 Blessings!

The Perspectives Team

